generally recognised as contagious in the human species, and, indeed, it has been denied that it possesses this property.
Though the disease is one of the most prevalent and fatal of any affecting mankind, it is far from being uncommon among animals, and especially those kept in confinement, as in menageries and zoological gardens; while among those which are domesticated, it is of somewhat frequent occurrence.
Of the latter, the bovine species suffer far more than any other; and it is this fact which invests the question of transmission with such supreme importance, and causes us to look forward with so much anxiety for the solution of the serious problems involved in it. The flesh of the ox is consumed as food, and it is essential that it should be in as healthy a state as possible; though the process of cooking might be relied upon, to some extent, to annul any pernicious properties it might have acquired through the animal having been in a diseased condition during life.
Ear otherwise is it with the milk derived from the cow. This seldom undergoes any process which would be likely to destroy whatever injurious qualities it might chance to be endowed with through the unsanitary state of the animal which yields it; and when we reflect that milk enters largely into the diet of young people?is, indeed, the chief aliment of children and infants, whose bodies it builds up? the question of acquiring disease in this way, and especially such a malady as tuberculosis, becomes one of the gravest moment.
It has just been stated that the bovine species is far more extensively affected than the other domesticated animals; indeed, there appears to be a strong predisposition to tuberculosis in cattle, though from an absence of all statistics with regard to diseases among 108?liv. 30 [Oct., It has long been known that it was liable to produce diarrhaja and debility in infants; but though many children fed on such milk have died from general or localised tuberculosis, the part probably played by this fluid in its production has not been suspected.
